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The Honourable the Speaker 
Legislative Assembly 
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SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Speaker 

Pursuant to Section 52(3) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983, 1 present to you a report 
on an audit into the London Office of the Agent-General undcr the tenure of the Honourahie 
Neil Pickard. 

Yours faithfully 

A C HARRIS 

17 May 1993 





REPORT OF AN AUDIT INTO THE 

LONDON OFICE OF THE AGENT-GENERAL 

UNDER THE TENURE OF THE 

HONOURABLE NEIL PICKARD 

NJV 



CONTENTS 

PAGE 
REFERENCE 

PART 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 	 5 
1. 	SUMMARY OF MAJOR AUDIT FINDINGS 	 6-9 

PART 2 THE REVIEW 11 
2.1 HISTORY OF LONDON OFFICE 13 
2.2 DUTIES OF THE AGENT-GENERAL 13 
2.3 GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL TO CLOSE LONDON AND 

TOKYO OFFICES 13 
2.4 EVENTS SURROUNDING APPOINTMENT OF THE 

HON. N.PICKARD 13 
2.5 SERVICE AS AGENT-GENERAL, LONDON 14 
2.6 TERMS OF REFERENCE 15 
2.7 AUDIT OBJECTIVES 15 
2.8 INFORMATION SOURCES 16 
2.9 EXCHANGE RATE 16 

PART 3 TRAVEL 	 17-26 

PART 4 DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY 	 27-32 

PART 5 HOSPITALITY 	 33-38 

PART 6 REFURBISHMENT OF OFFICIAL RESIDENCE 	 39-43 

PART 7 MIXING OF OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE 
CREDIT CARDS, ETC. 	 45-49 

PART 8 INTERNAL CONTROL SYSTEMS 	 51-54 

PART 9 MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 	 55-58 

PART 10 SUMMARY OF UNAUTHORISED EXPENDITURES 	59-64 

PART 11 SCHEDULES 	 65-92 



-5- 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 




















































































































































































