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THE ARCHIVES AUTHORITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

CHARTER

The Archives Authority of New South Wales is a statutory corporation which was
created under the Archives Act, 1960. It is responsible to the Minister for the
management of the Archives Office of New South Wales, the New South Wales Government
Records Repository, and the Records Management Office of New South Wales. It manages
the Archives Office in accordance with the provisions of section 13 (1) of the
Archives Act; and manages the Govermment Records Repository and the Records
Management Office in accordance with an agreement made with the Public Service Board
in October, 1978.

The Archives Authority’s first, statutory, duty is to care for the State
archives, which are those records of the past that have ceased to be in current use in
the public offices which created or received them and have been set aside, because of
their great cultural and administrative value, for -permanent preservation. However,
the Authority has also been given, through the offices placed under its control,
additional and wide-ranging responsibilities which touch upon most aspects of the
creation, classification, maintenance, storage, retrieval, use and disposal of the
public records of New South Wales.

OBJECTIVES

The Authority’s principal objectives are derived directly from its charter, and
are:
To promote sound and efficient records management practices throughout the
New South Wales Public Service.

To provide centralised, and cost-effective, repository facilities for the
bulk storage and retrieval of the semi-active records of public offices.

To identify and preserve as State archives all non-current public records
which are of permanent value, including records which document government
policy, determination and action; or which embody citizens’ legal rights and
document information about their existence and identity; or which are
valuable for research on any aspect of the history of the State, its
communities, individuals, lands and man-built environs.

To make the State archives available for public access and use in accordance
with the provisions of the Archives Act and the policies of the government of
the day.

To identify public records which have no permanent value and arrange for
their speedy and economic destruction, immediately they cease to be of
administrative use to the offices which created them.

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS IN 1987-88
Accommodation

The Archives Authority is accommodated in two buildings: "The State Archives”
building in Globe Street, Sydney which was constructed in 1978, and the State Archives
and Govermment Records Repository at Kingswood, which is 55 kilometres west of Sydney.
The Kingswood building has been constructed in stages since 1973 and the latest
extension, a new Services Building, was completed in May 1987 and officially opened on
18th December by the Hon. Bob Carr, M.P., then Minister for Planning and Environment
and Minister for Heritage.



The Archives Authority is the first of the State’s cultural institutions to have
a major presence in Western Sydney, with about three quarters of the State archives
being stored in its Kingswood Repository. The completion of the Services Building,
which incorporates a public Search Room, Conference Room and exhibition facilities,
has opened these records for access by genealogists, local historians and academics in
the region. This was eagerly awaited by local residents and by 30th June, 1988 the
Search Room had attracted 2 782 visitors. The planned construction of Sydney’s new
western university on a nearby site will add greatly to this number.

Construction of the Services Building marks the completion of the Authority’s
current building programme, which began in 1973. The Authority is profoundly pleased
to be able to report, for the first time since it was established in 1961, that it now
has adequate accommodation for its clientele, staff and records. In these respects it
is better placed than most other archives in Australia. This would not have been
possible without the continuing support of govermments over nearly two decades, and
the Authority wishes to record its gratitude for that support.

The Genealogical Boom

For many years the Authority’s reports have highliighted the tremendous enthusiasm
among Australians for genealogical research, and the effects which this is having upon
its operations.

The United States’ National Archives and Records Service traces the present boom
to 1976, the year of the American Bicentenary and the publication of Alex Haley’s book
Roots. In 1977 Time magazine reported that there were an estimated 500 000
genealogists in North America and that family history was the third largest national
hobby in the United States, after coin and stamp collecting.

The phenomenon quickly spread to Australasia where by 1981 there were 17
genealogical societies with a combined membership of 15 695 persons. The oldest of
the Australian societies is the Sydney-based Society of Australian Genealogists, which
has 8 500 members and is one of the largest genealogical societies in the world. The
Society estimates that there are now (July 1988) approximately 120 genealogical
societies in Australasia, 60 of them based in New South Wales, and that their combined
membership could exceed 40 000 persons.

The effects of this growth are being felt in archives and libraries throughout
Australia, with the burden falling most heavily upon the various State archival
institutions, because they generally have custody of the early shipping lists and
other fundamental records.

Since the Archives Office Search Room in Globe Street, The Rocks, opened in 1979
the level of public usage of the archives has increased enormously. During 1987-88,
20 516 readers visited the Search Rooms in Globe Street and at Kingswood and were
issued with 137 026 individual items from the archives. These figures represent,

respectively, a 307.5 per cent and a 532.1 per cent increase on the 1978 figures of
5 035 readers and 21 680 issues.

The 1987-88 figures are very high and in the case of issues reached a new peak,
the previous one being in 1984-85 when 123 809 items were issued. However, they are
almost entirely attributable to the opening of the new Search Room at Kingswood, which
serves a huge new area and regularly attracts readers from Gosford, Lithgow, Bathurst,
Goulburn, Canberra and even beyond. By comparison, statistics on use of the Globe
Street Search Room reveal an overall decline of about 13 per cent. This cannot be

accounted for by readers transferring from the City to Kingswood, because as yet few
readers have made the change.



The Authority therefore attributes the marked decline in use of its City Search
Room to the influence of its Genealogical Research Kit. 1In 1983-84 the Authority took
measures to meet its difficulties by spreading the genealogical and other resources of
the State archives more widely throughout the community, thereby reducing dependence
on Archives Office facilities. These measures included the publication, in microform,
of the very large Genealogical Research Kit which contains copies of the most sought-
after records. The Kit has appeared in four Stages between 1984 and 1988 and now
totals 523 reels of microfilm and 416 microfiche.

In the year ended 30th June, 1988, 363 orders for the Kit or parts of it had been
received from individuals, libraries and other institutions throughout Australia and
beyond. Revenue from these orders was $111 542.

Purchasers of the Kit report very heavy public usage and this, coupled with
reports from the State Archives of Victoria and Tasmania of increases in their
readership during 1987-88 of 2.5 per cent and 8.2 per cent respectively, has led the
Authority to conclude that the Kit has been successful in reducing pressure on its
resources, at least temporarily.

The Authority’s Bicentennial Programme

The Archives Office has wundertaken three projects which have received
Bicentennial funding.

The first of these is the Genealogical Research Kit, mentioned above. Its fourth
and final Stage, comprising 81 rolls of microfilm and 14 microfiche, appeared in
February, 1988.

The second project is the publication of the New South Wales Colonial Secretary’s

Papers, 1788-1825. The Colonial (or Chief) Secretary’s position originated in 1788 in
the post of Secretary to the Governor, and for almost a century afterwards the
Colonial Secretary was by far the most important administrative officer in the Colony.
The papers to be published constitute the largest and most comprehensive collection of
public records relating to the early years of European settlement in Australia. Their
significance to researchers is much wider than the area of the present State of New
South Wales because they date from a period when New South Wales comprised the whole
of the eastern half of the Australian continent and Tasmania. The project
encompasses:

Publication in printed format of a comprehensive index to all the papers.

Publication of all the papers (c.316 volumes and 63 bundles) in microform
format, comprising 72 rolls of film and 312 microfiche.

The third project is a Bicentennial Exhibition. Entitled "Punishment, Pardon and
Promise: Goverrnment and the People, 1788-1988", it draws upon the wealth of
documents, maps, plans and photographs held in the State archives to show how the
decisions and actions of govermment officials have affected the daily lives of both
the original inhabitants and the European settlers in New South Wales. It is
accompanied by a published catalogue.

The Exhibition was officially opened by the Hon. Bob Carr, M.P., on 1llth February
1988, at a function which also marked completion of the Genealogical Research Kit.
The remaining project, the Colonial Secretary’s Papers, will be launched late in 1988.

The N.S.W. Government Bicentennial Secretariat provided a special grant of
$292 000 to assist with the development of these projects, and the Authority again
wishes to record its thanks for this support. Of this amount, $282 000 is for the
first two projects which are expected to recover much of their costs through sales.
The funds have been used to employ temporary staff, produce microforms, and prepare
items for display.






