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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
IN 1988-89

Thepastyearwas a very satisfying one for
the Authority. Most of the Bicentennial projects
were successfully completed, the Authority’s
efforts to reduce public pressure on its search
room services bore fruit, 10 new positions were
added to its staff establishment, a major restruc-
turing was undertaken, and there was a very
large increase in revenue.The Authority is very
conscious of the vital contribution which its staff
made to these achievements and especially to
the Bicentennial projects. Many of the staff in-
volved in supervising and carrying out these
projects did so in conjunction with their ordinary
duties and they worked long hours, including
week-ends, often in their own time. To Mr John
Burke and his staff engaged in the NSW Bicen-
tennial Archives Program, and to Mrs Christine
Shergold and Mr Richard Gore and their staffs
involved in the Authority’'s own Bicentennial
projects, the Authority wishes to extend its spe-
cial thanks.

Accommodation

The Archives Authority is accommodated
in two buildings: “The State Archives” building in
Globe Street, Sydney which was constructed in
1978, and the State Archives and Government
Records Repository at Kingswood, which is 55
kilometres west of Sydney. The Kingswood
building has been constructed in stages since
1973 with the latest extension, a new Services
Building, being completed in 1987.

The Authority is again pleased to be able
toreportthat it has adequate accommodation for
its clientele, staff and records and in these re-
spects is better placed than most other archives
in Australia. This is attributable to two things:
first, completion of a building program which
began in 1973. This would not have been pos-
sible without continuing support from govern-
ments over two decades, for which the Authority
wishes to record its gratitude. Second, careful
husbanding of the space provided. In 1983 the
Authority introduced new Guidelines for Using
the Government Records Repositorywhich were
designed to ensure that storage space lasts as

long as possible and is not exhausted prema-
turely. To this end, the Guidelines incorporate
charges for service in conjunction with arange of
other measures which encourage public offices
to review their records regularly and to schedule
them for disposal.

The Guidelines have been an unqualified
success, such thatin the period November 1983
- June 1989 the Repository’s holdings of semi-
active records increased by atotal of only 11384
linear metres. By comparison, in 1979 holdings
were increasing atthe rate of 6,000 linear metres
peryear. As aresultthe Kingswood Repository’s
storage accommodation, which in 1982 was
predicted to be sufficient for only two years’
growth, has already lasted six years. Neverthe-
less, the space must eventually be exhausted.
Early in 1989 the Authority foreshadowed the
probability that additional storage space, for
permanently valuable records, would be required
by 1994.

The Genealogical Boom

Previous reports have highlighted the tre-
mendous enthusiasm among Australians for ge-
nealogical research, and the effects of this upon
the Authority’s operations.

The United States’ National Archives and
Records Service traces the boom to 1976, the
year of the American Bicentenary and the pub-
lication of Alex Haley’s book Roots. In 1977 Time
magazine reported that there were an estimated
500 000 genealogists in North America and that
tamily history was the third largest national hobby
in the United States, after coin and stamp col-
lecting.

The phenomenon quickly spread to Aus-
tralasia where by 1981 there were 17 genealogi-
cal societies with a combin&d membership of 15
695 persons. The oldest of the Australian socie-
ties is the Sydney-based Society of Australian
Genealogists, which is one of the largest genea-
logical societies inthe world. In 1988 the Society
estimated that there are approximately 120
genealogical societies in Australasia, 60 of them
based in New South Wales, and that their com-
bined membership could exceed 40 000 per-
sons.



The effects of this growth have beenfeltin
archives and libraries throughout Australia, with
the burden falling most heavily upon the various
State archival institutions, because they gener-
ally have custody of the early shipping lists and
other fundamental records.

The Authority attributes the marked de-
cline in use of its City Search Room to three
things:

- the influence of its Genealogical
Research Kit. In 1983-84 the Authority took
measures to meet its difficulties by spreading the

Since the Archives Office Search Room in
Globe Street, The Rocks, opened in 1979 the
level of public usage of the archives has in-
creased enormously. During 1988-89, 18 349
readers visited the Search Rooms in Globe
Street and at Kingswood and were issued with
131641 individual items from the archives. These
figures represent, respectively, a 264.4 per cent
and a 505.7 per cent increase on the 1978
figures of 5 035 readers and 21 680 issues.

However, although stili very highthe 1988-
89 figures are substantially lower than in the
peak years of 1983-84 (21 700 readers) and
1987-88 (137 026 issues). They would be lower
still were it not for the new Search Room at
Kingswood, which serves a huge new area and
regularly attracts readers from Gosford, Lith-
gow, Bathurst, Goulburn, Canberra and beyond.
Use of the Kingswood Search Room increased
by 62 per cent during the year whereas use of
Globe Street declined by 29 per cent. This can-
not be accounted for by readers transferring
from the City to Kingswood, because as yet few
readers have made the change.

Ms Antwanette Dahbar (left) and Ms. Rhonda Campbell inspecting microform components
of the Genealogical Research Kit for dispatch,

genealogical and other resources of the State
archives more widely throughout the commu-
nity, thereby reducing dependence on Archives
Office facilities. These measures included the
publication, in microform, of the very large
Genealogical Research Kitwhich contains cop-
ies of the most sought-after records. The Kit
appeared in four Stages between 1984 and
1988 and totals 523 reels of microfilm and 416
microfiche.

The Kit has been purchased by individu-
als, libraries and other institutions throughout
Australia and abroad. By the end of the year 39
institutions held full sets of the Kit and 136 held
part Kits. A further 157 pant Kits were held by
private individuals. Purchasers of the Kit report
heavy usage;

—the opening early in 1988 of the State
Library’s new Family History Centre. The
Centre holds a copy of the Kit plus many other
resources for family historians; and

—an apparent levelling-off of interest in
family history following the Bicentenary. The
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