
1880-81. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

POLIOE DEPARTMENT. 
(REPORT FOR 1880.) 

The I nspector General of Police to The Principal Under Secretary. 
Sir, Police Department, Inspector General's Office, Sydney, 27 January, 1881. 

In accordance with the Colonial Secretary's instructions, contained in Circular No. 71, dated 
the 9th July, 1873, I do myself the honor to make my annual R eport for the year 1880. 

On this occasion I have deemed it advisable to call upon the Superintendents of Police in charge of 
districts to furnish a report relative to the police under their command, the state of their districts as 
regards crime, with suggestions, if any, for the improvement of the efficiency of the Service. 

These reports contain some valuable information, and I therefore submit the same as appendices 
hereto, for the Colonial Secretary's perusal. 

A return (A) of t he strength and distribution of the Force on the 1st of J annary instant is also 
transmitted herewith, as it is usual to lay the same before P arliament prior to the consideration of the 
Estimates of the department. 

196 appointments have been made to the Service during the year, to complete the strength voted by 
Parliament, and to fill vacancies created as under :-

R esignations 91 
Discharges 25 
Dismissals 43 
Deaths .. , 14 
Supel'l1nnuations 16 

Total ... 189 

Amongst the deaths recorded during the year is that of Superintendent J arnes Singleton, who had 
charge of the Murray District. He was a mosL efficient and energetic officer, and had served in the N ew 
South W ales P olice Force for upwards of thirty years. 

Four police pensioners died during 1880, whose pensions, amounting in the aggregate to £450 18s. 9d. 
per annum, have consequently ceased. 

Six members of the Force have been pensioned, at a total annual charge upon the fund of £479 Is. 3d., 
and gratuities have been awarded amounting to '£1,290 to ten constables under fifteen years service, but 
certified to be unfit for further police duty. 

A sum of £ 1,612 3s. 4d. has been granted from the Police Reward Fund in gratuities to six widows 
of members of the F orce. -

H ereto appended (Table B) I submit a return of the ages and length of service of the men now 
composlllg t he Police Force, which is valuable chiefly as showing that the number of resignations of 
constables seeking more lucrative employment has had the effect of securing the services of men who are in 
the prime of life, and further, that the demands upon the Police Superannuation Fund will be thereby 
diminished and deferred. 

This fund has at length to a certain extent recovered itself. Instead of invested capital having to 
be rcalized to meet current expenditure, during the last two years there has been a surplus of income 
amounting now to upwardR of £3,000, the investment of a portion of which I have recommended. 

Police stations have b~en establishell at the undermentioned places during the year :-
District. 

M etropoli tan 

Northern 

Southern 

Western '" 

North-western 
Murray 

158-

Station. 
North Willoughby. 
Leichhardt. 
Middle Head. 
M'Donald River. 
Stannifer. 
Dalton. 
Temora. 
Bermagui. 
Tim brie bungie. 
W oollengough. 
Nymagee. 
Wanaaring (Paroo). 
Moonbi. 
Gerogery. 
Hanging Rock. 

The 
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The new gold-fields at Temora and Bermagui created a demand for police, and there are many"other 
places where protection is urgently required. Arrangements for providing the same are in some inStances 
in progress, but action must be deferred in others until funds are provided for buildings and for the pay of 
additional police. 

Although serious crime is steadily on the decrease throughout the Colony, there is full employment 
for a much larger Police Force than at present provided. The area of the country is so great that it is 
indispensably necessary to establish new stations as the settlement of the interior progresses, and to keep 
up communication from station to station for prisoners' escorts and other purposes. 

The strength of the police has been gradually reduced in all the more settled towns and districts, to 
allow of constables being placed in the interior; but notwithstanding this, as well as the annual increase 
voted to the establishment, it is still inadequate to ID;eet the requirements. 

In Sydney and its suburbs the number of police is far below the proportion of the Force provided 
for London and other cities, where for many reasons the duty is relatively much lighter ; but I believe that, 
with improved legislation for the better control of licensed public-houscs, and for dealing with offenders for 
disorderly conduct and minor misdemeanours, the hands of the police would be strengthened, their duties 
would after a time be lightened, and the community would be the gainers by the suppression of the annoyances 
now so prevalent, and by an enforced improvement in the social condition of a large class of offenders. 

It is useless to ignore the fact that intemperance, obscenity, and disorderly conduct are growing evils 
amongst a large class of the youth of th~ city; well-grounded complaints are constantly made of wanton 
injury to property .and annoyance to citizens; females and feeble persons cannot walk the streets with any 
assurance thrtt they will not he molested or lllsuited by night, nor is the security much greater by day. 

The police are frequently subjected to serious ill-treatment in the discharge of their duties, some have 
been permanently injured, and in Sydney alone during the past twelve months forty-four members of the 
Force have been incapacitated for duty thercby, many for long pcriods. 
. The ~lUmber of arrests by the police (as will be seen by the statistics) is very considerable indeed, 
but the penalties now inflicted ltre wholly inadequate to meet the offences or to act as a deterrent. "That 
dread is there of a fine of a few shillings, promptly subscribed by the- defendant's comrades, or a few days 
simple imprisonment, which is deemed by the offenders to be no disgrace and but little punishment 1 I 
would here draw particular attention to the Table C, furnished by the l\ietropolitun Superintendent of P olice, 
showing the population of the Metropolitan district annually during the last ten years, the number of 
public-houses licensed each year during the decade, and the number of arrests made of persons" drunk" 
and" drunk and disorderly in public places" in Sydney and submbs dming the same period. That there 
shouhl have Leen three times the number of arrests for such offences in 1880 to those of 1870 is 
certainly appulling. The Superintendent of Police attributes the increase chioily to the very large 
number of public-houses lieenRed during the past few years. 'rIle conclusion is no -doubt a correct 
one, but there is unfortunately a -growing ' tendency to intemperate habits amongst the youth of the 
Colony, whilst twenty years ago it was justly said that the young natives were, as a class, free from the 
degrading vice. It would be' well to investigate the cause of ·the marked change, and if practicable 

, to apply a remedy. The idle and dissolute habits of many of the youth in large cities may I think be 
also attributed to u change in the tone of modern social' organization and an absence of restraint upon 
t he young, especially exemplified in the discontinuance to a great extent of the practice of apprenticing 
boys to a trade or handicraft ; in substitution for which large numbers of yOtlllg people of both sexes can 
now find employment in factories where they can earn good wages, giving them a command of money and 
long hours of leisure, unrestrained by parental control. . 

As an illustration of the injurious effects of intemperance in one direction alone, I hav~ ascertained 
by reference to the reports of Inquests and Magisterial Inquiries that, in 1,088 cases during the past year, 
186 violent deaths were attributable to intoxication. 

The improved arms (Henry's B.L. carbines and Adam's B.L. revolvers), the supply of which £01' 
police purposes was sanctioned-by the Government, have recently been received and are in process of issue, 
not before they were required, as many of the old arms are fairly worn out. The carbines and revolvers 
called in will be passed through the armourer 's hands, and such as are in every respect serviceable will b 
retained for issue for gaol purposes, for which they will be well adapted. Experience has shown t hat the 
llew arms of the manufacture 'selected are very suitable for the Service. The whole of the mounted Forc 
will be now equipped with the llew weapons. 

The erection of police barracks and watch-houses at most of the towns in t he interior has had a. 
marked beneficial effect, not only in securing suitable accommodation for the police, but by allowing a mol' 
strict enforcement of the regulations. Such of the buildings as I have been enabled to inspect have been 
kept in the most creditable order . 

. The conduct of the police as u body has been worthy of the highest commendation. Communieationfl 
are constantly reaching me from Benches of Magistrates and others throughout the Colony speaking in th 
highest terms of the efficiency of the police, recommending the advancement of numerous members of th 
force, and desiring to recognize their services by rewa.rcls. One improve/ment I am gratified to be ablt 
to notice: formerly reports of drunkelmess against the men and punishments for this offence were very 
frequent, but of late such misconduct is of comparatively rare occurrence. . 

The growth of the Colony, its population, and the number of police and stations, h~we very brgcly 
increased the duties of the police officers, without any corresponding addition in the staff or emolumenlH, 
though some increase (numerical at least) will certainly be requisite before long. I ,yill not trouble t1H 
Colonial Secretary with statements and figures regarding the work of the department, as I am satisfi el 
that he is fully aware of its magnitude; but for the willing energy generally displayed by the officers ruul 
clerks at head quarters, without regard to the usual limit of official hours, it would be perfectly impossilJJ, 
to kecp PItC with the work of the department, wh:ich is, I am happy to say, never a ::;ingle day in aITCRt'. 

TIte appointment of Mr. T. H. Goff to the position of Chief Clerk and Accountant has bre 'll 
especial ly advanLageous to the Service. 

It is p rh ajJs needl ess for me to repeat my acknowledgments of the able as istance I llave inval'itthl) 
received in the munugement of the department from the Superintendents and other oilicers in the rvi ·l'. 

I have, &c., 
EDMUND FO BERY, 

Inspector GC'neral of P Ii ·e'. 
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[Enclosure A.] 
RETURN showing the Strength and Distribution of the Police Force on the 1st January, 1881. 

MOU"T>:D. F OOT, 

DISTRICT. STAT·ION. ~~r:,~: 1 Inspcc·1 h~~~~' 1 s~~~r'l ser·1 S6~~:·I9.~~· ss~~~r 1 serts l S~~~r I Con· 
1----- _+ _______ --,-_d_en_ts_ .-':--_to_rs_.--+-_t_or_s. ge&~ts. geants. stables. 8",,_.e_s,,;;, _g_ea_n_ts_, i-g_ea_n_·.;-sta_b_l_~S~'I_sta_bl_es, 

Met ropolitan .. 

Northern "" " 

Southem ."". 

No. 1 Head Station 
Pyrmont ............ , .. 
'Glebe I sland 
:l-.1int .. ;.: " .. .. .. ...... .. 
'General 'Post Office .. 
No.2 Head Station 
Redfern .. ......... , .. , 
·Waterloo, .. , .... , ... . .. 
'Glebe ............... , .. , 
'No.3 Head Station 
'i'latson's Bay .... .. 
'Waverley 
Paddington ..... " .. .. . 
Botany .............. , 
'Double Bay 
Rushcutters' Bay. " 

I 
Randwick .. , ...... .. . 
. V{ oollahl'a .......... .. 
No.4 Head Station 

\

' Oolonial Secretary's 
. Office ........... , .. . 
Balmain .. .. , .. , .. .. ," 
North Shore ....... .. 
North 'W illoughby .. . 
·Lane Cove .. , .. "' .. .. 
Manly Beach .. , , .. '" 
Mossman's Bay .. ,,, , 
No.5 Head Station 

Newtown 
'Cook's Rivcl' .. , .. ' .. . 
Concord .. , .. .. .. .... .. 
Petersham ...... , .. ", 
'Leichhardt ' .. .. .. .. '" 
'Camperdown " , " .. .. 
'Ashfield "", .... ,: .. .. 
Enfield. : .. ", ..... ", .. , 
. Canterbury , .. " .. , .. " 
MarrickviJIe , ...... " 
Burwood,,, '" .... , .. " 
MacdOliald Town .,' 
-Kogarah .. .. , .. ' .... .. , 
Five Dock ...... " .. .. 
Stanmore 
'Water Police ...... .. . 
Armidale , ...... , .. .. .. 
Bendemeel' .......... .. 
Uralla .. .... , .. .. .... .. , 
'iV'alcha ........ " .. , .. 
M'Donald River 
'I'enterfiold .. , ........ , 
V,Tilson's DownfalL., 
·Drake .... , ...... .. .... , 
Inverell .. .. .. .... , .. .. 
·Tingha- ...... , .. ..... , 
Stannifer ... ........ , .. . 
Bundarm . .. ........ , 
'Ashford ...... .. .. , .. .. 
Vegetable Creek , .. 
Glen Innes .... .. , .... , 
Grafton ' ...... , ...... " 
South Grafton. , .... , .. 
Ulmarra .... .. 
Lawrenco 
Rocky Mouth .. ' .. .. 
Chatsworth Island 
Casino .. .. ' ........... .. 
Lismore .... , ........ .. 
'Woodburn ..... " .. .. . 
Wardell ...... .. .. ... .. 
Ballina., . ... . ,.' .. . , .. . . 
Tweed .... , .. ' ........ .. 
Dalmorton .......... " 
Lionsville 
Blick's 'Rivel' ...... .. ' 
Palmer's I sland.,., :, 
Clarence Heads ...... 
Gonlburn 
Marulan . " .. . " .. ",,, 
~ungonia " .... , .. ". 
Tarago . . """ . . , . . ,., .. 
Collector .... , .... .. .... 
Crookwell .. ,,' 
'iV'heeo ". " '" .. .. .. " 
Tuena ...... " .. .. " .. .. 
Binda ", ........ ,,",,' 

1 

1 

1 
I 
I . " 

1 

• 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

6 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

5 

I 

1 

5 

1 
5 

1 
1 

" I 

1 

4 
1 

7 
1 

1 
6 

1 
1 

5 

1 

2 
1 
1 

2 

1 

55 
2 
1 
2 
3 

54 
2 
1 
5 

51 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 

26 

3 
7 
5 

7 

1 
1 
2 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

14 
3 

2 

2 

2 
2 
4 

1 
1 
6 



DISTRICT. 

Southern-con-
tinued. 

Eastern ......... 

Wcstcru ...... 

STATION. 

Tl1ralgl1 .. ...... . ... .. . 
Yass 
Gunning ... . . 
Guncbroo ........ ... . 
DI11ton ... . ... . ....... . 
Pudml1n's Creek ... . 
Binalong .. . 
Burrowa . .. ... . . .. ... . 
Frogmore 
Dryburgh . 
young .. . ..... . 
Marengo ... .. ... . ..... . 
Morangarell 
Murrumburrah .. . .. . 
Wombat .... .. ...... .. . 
Cootamundra ..... .. . . 
Temora ....... ....... . 
Bethungra ........... . 
Braidwood ...... ..... . 
Mongarlowe .... .... . 
Campbell's Springs .. 
Major's Creek ..... . 
Araluen ... ........... . 
Moruya ... .. . ....... . . 
Bermagui ............. . 
Bl1teman's Bay 
Nelligen .. . .. ......... . 
Bungendore ....... . 
Quel1nbeyan .. . .. ... . 
Cooma ......... ... .. . .. . 
Michelago .. .. ...... . . 
Nimitybelle 
Buckley's Crossing .. 
Seymour ......... ..... . 
Kiandra . ............. . 
Bombaht ... ..... . ..... . 
Delegl1te ... . . 
Cl1ndelo .. .. .. .. . ..... . 
Bega .. .. .. . ..... . 
Pl1nbula . .. .. ......... . 
Merimbula ..... .. .... . 
Eden . .... . ..... . .. ... . 
Depot ................. . 
PI1n'amatta .. " .,', ... , 
Ryde.. .., .... .. 
Hunter's H ill .. .. .... . 
'Windsor ........... .. .. 
Richmond .......... .. 
Rouse Hill .......... .. 
'Vilberforce ........ . 
St. Alban's .......... .. 
Penrith .. , .......... .. 
St. Mary's .......... .. 
EmuPll1ins .......... .. 
Liverpool. .... .... .. . .. . 
Smithfield ......... .. 
Campbelltown .. . 
Appin .. .... ..... " .... . 
Camden . .. . ........ .. 
Picton ......... .... .... . 
Berrima .... ........ .. . 
Sutton Forest .. . .... . . 
Mittagong .......... .. 
Moss Vale .......... .. 
W ollongong ........ . 
Dapto .... .. ...... .... .. 
Bulli ................ .. 
Kiaml1 .... .. .... ... , ... . 
Shellharbour ........ . 
Jamberoo .......... .. 
Gerringong ... ...... .. . 
Nowra ................. . 
Ten'ara .............. . 
Broughton Creek .. . 
Milton ................. . 
Bathurst .............. . 
Kelso ......... .. ... " .. 
Milltown 
Oberon ..... , .. . .... .... , 
Hartley .. " .......... . 
Rockley . " .. " ..... .. . 
'Yyagdon .... " ..... . 
O'Connell ..... ', .... . 
Trunkey ............. .. 
RydI11 .. .. ............. . 

iLhgow .... .. .. " .... . 
WI.lfe rawang ....... .. 
HofaJn. " .... " .. ., .... " 
Hill End .... .. ...... . .. 

4 

l\IOUKTED. 

in tCll- Inspcc- Inspcc- Se1'- Ser Con- Con-super-I I SUb- I seniOl' / - \ Senior I 
dents. tors. tors. geants. gcallts. sta.bles. stables. 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

*1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

• Acting Sub·Inspeetor. 

1 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
2 

1 

2 
2 
1 
2 

2 

2 
I 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 
I 

2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
3 

1 
1 
1 
1 

FOOT. 

Ser- Con-senior / ser- I Senior / Con-
I geants. geants. stables. stables. 

1 

1 

1 
1 

: -' 

1 

3 

2 
7 
2 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

7 
1 
3 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

2 

1 
2 

1 

1 
1 
1 

7 
1 
1 

I 
1 



J)ISTll1CT. 

\Vestern-con-
tinued. 

NorGh-east ern 

STATION. 

Tambaroora ....... .. 
Orange ................ . 
Stony Creek ....... .. 
Molong ............. .. 
Toogong ... . ...... .... . 
Cowra ................ .. 
Blayney ........ .. .... . 
Carcoar .... .... .. .... , 
Canowindm ........ . 
Dubbo ................. . 
, V ellin gton .. .. 
Obley ................ .. 
Dancbloo ....... . ...... . 
' Van-en .............. . 
Coonamble ........ .. .. 
Quambone .......... .. 
Curban ...... ...... .. . 
Timbrebongie 
Canonbar .......... .. 
Forbes ...... .......... .. 
Oondobolin .... ""'''' 
Eugo,vra , ............. . 
Parkes .......... .. ..... . 
Grenfell .............. . 
Marsden .. ........... .. 
W oolengough ........ . 
Mudgee ...... ,,, .... .. 
Gulgong .............. . 
Home Rule .......... .. 
Talbragar ."" ... "" 
Ooolah .. . .............. . 
YIundoomn 
Rylstone ...... ........ . 
Ilford .... ............. . 
Hargmves ........... . 
Windeyer ........... . 
Wollar ...... ........ . .. . 
Bourke ............. .. 
Brc,varrina . . .. .. , . .. . . 
Gongolgan ..... .. .... . 
Cobar ......... .. ...... . 
Louth ...... .... ...... .. 
Eringonia .......... .. 
Nymagee .. .. ... .. .. . 
vVanaaring .. . 
WesG Maitland .. .... 
Branxton .. 
Lochinvar ... .. 
Greta .............. .. .. 
Cessnock ..... , ........ . 
East Maitland .... .. 
Mount V incent .... .. 
Cooranbong ........ . 
Largs ................. . 
Morpeth .... .... ...... . 
Hinton .. .... ........ . 
Paterson .... .. ........ . 
Gresford ............. .. 
Raymond Termce .. . 
Clarence Town .... .. 
Dungog ...... .. ...... . 
Stroud ....... .. .... .... . 
Gloucester . 
Copeland .. . 
Rainbow .. . 
Bulah Delah _ ...... .. 
Hawk's Nest ........ . 
Forster .. ............ . 
Newcastle .... .. ..... . 
Hamilton ........... . 
Waratah ............. .. 
Lambton.. .. .. . 
New Lambton .. .. .. 
,~T allsend .......... .. 
Stockton 
Bullock I sland 
Wickham ...... ..... . 
Tighe's Hill .. .. .... . 
Minmi .......... .. 
Charlestown .. . 
Gosford ... . 
Wollombi ... ... . 
Howe's Valley .. .. 
Singleton 
Broke .. .. ............. . 
J erry's Plains .... . 
Muswellbrook .... .. 
Denman .. 
Merriwa .. ............ . 
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M OUNTED. 

intcn~ Inspec- Inspec- Scr- Scr- Con- Con-super- ' , SUb-' Senior I \ senior ' 
dents. tors. tors. geants. geants. stables. sta.bles. 

2 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
2 

2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Ser- Con-senior ' scr-\ Son lor I n-
geants. gcants. stables. t tablOB. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 
5 

1 

4 
2 

1 
2 

1 

3 
1 

2 
2 

2 
2 

2 
1 

1 

9 
1 
1 

3 

1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

19 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 

2 

1 



DISTRICT. 

N orth·eastern 
-contd. 

North. western 

Namoi ......... 

South. western 

Murray ........ .. 

STATION. 

K errabee ...... .. .... . .. 
'Cassilis .. ..... : .... .. . 
'Scone . ....... . .. ........ . 
Kempsey 
Port Macquarie ..... . 
'Gladstone .... ... . .. .. 
Nambuccra 
Boat H arbour .... .. 
Taree ........... . .... . 
Cundletown ........ . 
~ingham . . .. . 
Tmonee ............ . .. 
Camden Haven .... .. 
Tamworth . .......... . 

Do South ... 
Murrurundi ........ . 
Black ville .......... .. 
Gunnednh . ......... .. 
Brecza ............ . .... . 
Barmba .. .. ........ .. . 
Manil!!i ......... .... .. 

"Walhibadah ....... .. 
Nundle ........... . .. . 
Quirindi ......... ..... . 
Currabubula .... .. . .. 
Somerton .. ......... . 
Moonbi ............. .. 
Narrabi-i .. ........ ... .. 
Boggnbri ......... ..... . 
Tambar Springs .... .. 
Wee " Taa . .. .. ..... .. 
Pilliga .......... .... ... . 
Walget t .. .. .. ........ . 
Goodooga 
Mogil Mogi! ........ . 
Moree ........... " .. .. . 
Meroe .... .... ........ .. 
ningera . . .. . . 
'\Varialda .............. . 
Yet miui ............... . 
Coonabarabran ..... . 
Baradine .......... . . .. . 
Boggabilla 
Deniliquin ........... . 
Mathoura . .......... . 
Moama ............. .. 
J erilderic .... .. ..... . 
Tocumwal .. ....... .. . 
Hay ....... . .... .. .... . .. 
Darlington Point .. 
l'vlaude ................ .. 
Mossgiel ............. .. 
Boolignl ........ ..... .. 
Hillston . .. . .. ........ . 
Euabalong .......... .. 
Gilgunnia ....... .. . .. 
Wentworth ...... .. . .. . 
Poonearie ..... .. .... . 
Salt Creek ........... . 
Euston .... . ........ .. 
Balranald .... .... .. .. 
Clare ................ .. 
Monlamein .......... .. 
Wileannia .......... .. 
Menindie .. 
Mount Gipps ........ . 
Albury ........ ....... .. 
Germanton .......... .. 
vValbundrie ........ . 
Corowa .............. .. 
·Howlong .... .. ........ . 
'Mulwala ............... , 
Tumberumba ........ . 
Greg Greg .......... .. 
Gundagai . ........... . 
Tumut .................. . 
Adelong .............. . 
Shepherds' Town .. . 
Reedy Flat ... ....... .. 
Jugiong ............. .. 
Wagga W agga .... .. 
J unee .. .... .......... .. 
Urana .... .. .. .. ...... . .. 
N arandem ... .. .. .... . 
Tarcutt a .. ........... .. 
Kyamba ............. .. 
Clarendon .. ......... . 
Hnnging Rock ..... . 
Gerogery ....... ....... . 

6 

MOUNTED. F OOT. 

mten· Inspec· Ser· Con· Ser· Con· ~uper'l Inspec·1 Sub· I Senior I ser·1 Senior I Con· Senior I ser' l S~n ior I Con· 
dents. tors. tors. geants. ge.nts. stables. stables. I geants. geants. stables. stableR 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
3 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

2 
4 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

4 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
2 

2 
1 

2 

2 

3 

2 
1 

6 

4 

2 

2 

6 

1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

7 
1 
1 
2 

1 
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MOlJNTED. • \1 FOOT. 

lUten· ~ I Inspec- Sor- Con- Ser- Con- 1 ~uper' l ' n8 lee· I Sub· II SClii or I Ser· I Senior I Con· 'I SOllior I ser· 1 Senior I Co 1· 
dents. tors. tors. geants. goants. I stables. stabICS' I, geants. S'c"nUl. stables. stables. 

DEP!)T, BELMORE BARRACKS, \ 

Constables in course of instruction, 
under orders for transfer, &c, "",. ' '" 

GoM Escort Conductors, "",,''',,'' ".1 '" 
t3 3 

II I' I 
II ' 

23 ,I 1 1 '" 

,,, II I ". 

2 

i 
2 I ' Org~~!~~lOl:~" ~i~" ,~~,~~~e,~~,~ " ,t~~~ 1 ", 

I 
DETECTIVE BRANCH, / I 1 I 

6 

Sub· inspector in charge of Detectives '" /1 1 1 I 
~!~~~~dl.~l::;etd~:ivcs.:: : ::::::::: : ~ ! '" ::: , ':: ::: :': ,,' ', l ::: ::: ::: 
Third·class do. "" '"'''''' 3 I ." I I ' 

TOTAL"" """ " ",,12 :--8-1~24T24-i5IIis~ 2i-i-i--ii- 522 

Police Department, 
Inspcctor General's Office, 

Sydney, 

~------.-.--------,-----------------.-' 

Total of all grades""""" . """ .". 1,165. 

tOne Sergeant·majo)' and Drill Instructor. 

EDMUND FOSBERY, 
Inspector General of Police, 

[Enclosure B. ] 
NEW SO UTII WALES POLlOE. 

RETURN showing the Ages of Members of the New South Walcs Police (exclusive of Officers) now 
serving in the various Districts of the Colony, Deceillber, 1880. 

District. 21 to 25. 126 to su, 131 to 35.136 to 40, 41 to 15. 146 to 50, 151 to 55.166 to 60. lover 60.1 Total. 

I 
Metropolitan !l.nd Detective Police "" . 68 112 59 31 41 27 12 3 353 
Eastern .. " .. ,..... ." .. . " .... ". .. . ....... . 3 7 15 9 11 11 G 3 65 
W estern ... """ .... " .. ".""".,,",, ... ,,. 24 36 28 30 25 6 7 2 158 
Northern ..... " .... "" ' ''".,, . .. ... " .. "" . 21 23 10 8 4 1 1 68 
North-eastern .. "'"" .. " .... "" .. "".,,,,' 18 37 22 13 19 8 5 5 2 129 
North-western " ." .. " .. "", .... ,." " .. ,, .. , 3 13 7 4 2 3 1 33 
Southern .. " ..... ".""." .. ... ", .. "" .. " 12 19 9 9 25 33 7 115 
South·western ... ""'" ' ,, ..... . .... ,,",,.... 20 18 11 6 3 2 2 62 
Muri'ay ''' '' '' , .. ", .. " .. " .... "." ' '','','',,. 14 23 12 8 5 5 2 70 
Namoi '"'' '''''''''' '''''' . .. . " ..... .. , .. , ,, ' 18 12 5 1 3 1 1 41 
Depot ....... "." ... ... ", ... "'" ..... ,,. , .... " __ 2_1 _ __ 2 _ _ _ _ 4 _ ______ 2 ____ 2 ___ 3_L_2 _ ______ ,~ 

Total "" .. ",, .. , .. '"'''''' .... ''',,''' 222 302 182 119 I 140 99 44 I 19 3 1,130 

RETURN showing the length of service ot Members of the Police Force (exclusive of Officers) serving 
in the various Districts of the Colony in Decembcr, 1880. 

,-----------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

Dates of joining the Force. 

District. 

1 1~;6 1 1 ~gl I 1~~611~~1 11~~6 1 1871. 1 1872, /1873.11874,\1875. 11870, \1877.11878.11879. 11880, \ Total. 1850, 1855. 1860. 1865. 1870. 

N.ietroPolitan and Detectiye Policel ." 16 21 37 30 \ 5 9 6 / 13 15 16 1 31 37 77 40 353 
E,1stern .. " ... " " .. .. . ...... " .. ".... " , 7 10 16 6 , .. 3 2 2 1 2 2 5 2 7 65 
W estern ....... " ...... . .... .. ,,' ... 3 6 30 15 4 4 3, 8 8 5 12 14 22 24 158 
North ern ....... " .. " . ''' ' '' " .. . " .. , ...... 2 5 7 1 1 5 3 4 3 6 4 6 11 11 68 
North·eastem ." .. "" .. ... ", ... "..... 2 15 24 10 4 1 4 7 6 5 15 10 Hi II 129 
North-western . .. "." ... " ... "" ..... " 1 4 2 2... 1... 1 1 3 1\ 4 6 33 

~~~~:~~~:~t~;:~·: :: : : : ::::: :: ::: ::::: :: ' .. ~ ::: 2g 3+ 1~ "i ~ :': ~ ~ 11 ~ ~ ~i + l~g 
Murray .. .. "" .... " .. ,,, ,, .. ,, ... . ,, ...... ,, 1 4 10 8 1 ,.. 1 2 3 4 \ 6 15 8 7 70 
Namoi .. .. "." .. . ""'".""'",, .. ... ,, ... ." 3 2 1 ... 3 ,,, ." 1 4 2 7 12 6 41 

I D,P'~'I'l .•• ••• •••.••.•• · ••• · •• · •.•..•. ~1-i,-,;-i.T~~,:,~I .;45i-I-;p~ I17~~~ 
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[Enclosure C.] 
REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENTS. 

RETURN of Persons arrested for Drunkenness or drunk and di sorderly in the Metropolitan Police 
District in each year, from 1870 to 1880. 

Number Drunkenness. 
Year. Estimated of Public· Population. houses. I Females. Moles. 

1870 .................... . ......... 130,469 584 I,D32 856 
1871 .. .. ... .... .................. . 134,544 548 2, 509 1,128 
1872 .......... ......... .. ........ . 142,905 582 3,010 1,558 
1873 .. . ............ . ...... .. ...... 148,738 591 3,525 1,759 
1874 ............................. . 154,494 611 3,786 1,816 
1875 .............................. 160,915 656 4,950 2,404 
1876 ........ .... ....... . ........ 167,141 737 5,785 2,546 
1877 ................ ... .......... 174,249 800 5,639 2,844 
1878 ............... . .... ... .. .... 182,889 87l 5,891 2,947 
1879 .... .. .......... ............. 192,829 879 6,413 2,879 
1880 ......................... .. ... Not yctascertatncd About 889 6,685 2,655 

The Inspector GenernJ of Police. 

Total. 

2,788 
3,637 
4,568 
5,284 
5,602 
7,354 
8,331 
8,483 
8,838 
9,292 
9,340 

Drunk and disorderly. Total drunk 

Males. I 
772 
810 
717 
826 
882 

1,007 
1,284 
1,157 
1,158 
1,251 
1,512 

Total. and drunk 
and 

Femalos. disorderly. 

426 1,198 3,986 
510 1,320 4.957 
388 1,105 5,673 
523 1,349 6,633 
517 

I 
1,399 7,001 

523 1,530 8,884 
482 1,766 10,097 
541 1,698 10,181 
650 1,808 10,646 
525 1,776 1l,036 
622 2,134 1l,474 

GEO. READ, 
Superintendent. 

Superintendent G. Read to The Inspector General of Police. 
Sir, Superintendent'S Office, Sydncy, 11 January, 1881. 

In reply to your circular No. 612, of the 26th November last, I h[1VO the honor to roport, with reference to the 
statc of the police of the Metropolitan District, that with btl l few exceptions thc conduct of thc men during the past year has 
been good, alld all ranks have pcrformed thcir duties with zc:d l1ncl efficiency. 

Thc large police cxpcrience and thorough knowledgc of thcir dutics possessed by thc Sub-inspectors in charge of 
divisions havc greatly. contributed t·o maintain thc efficiency of thc Force. 

Considerably more than half the mcn now serving in Sydney have joincd the Force during thc last four yefLrs. This 
very large proportion of comparatively incxporicnced constables renders the duties of the senior mcmbers of the Forcc 
exceedingly laborious. 

Great inconvenience is frequently expcrienced in my district from the withdmwal of considerablc numbers of mcn from 
their ordinary dutie, for various specia.! pmposes, such as enforcing the qual'l1ntinc laws, escorting prisoncrs, and augmenting 
the Force at country stations in times of emergency. 

Thc strength of my district has on several occasions been so reduced by tbesc withdrawals that it has been necessary to 
temporarily discontinue the ordina.ry system of bCfLts . Thc few men fLvailable for duty being only sufficient for the protcction 
of the more important and busy streeta, extensive a.nd dcnsely populated neighbourhoods have been left for a timc entirely 
without police protection. To prevent this inconvenience in future, I think it desirable that a reservc Force of from twenty-
fivc to thirty men should be formed to be attached either to the Dcplit or the Metropolitan District. vVhen not required for 
special purposes they would be exceedingly useful in providing the means for temporarily augmenting the police in parts of the 
city l1nd suburbs when crimc or disorder might he trou hleso111e. 

Constant applications are being madc for police assistance, especially in the suburbs, which cannot with the present 
number of men employcd be complied with. 

On referring to the London Metropolitan Police R eport for 18i9, I find that the number of police employed for the 
protection of a population of 4,619,652 was 10,711. In order to give Sydncy the same proportion of police to population an 
addition to the present Force of about 150 men would bc required. 

The criminal returns are scarcely satisfactory. The numbcr of persons taken into custody for all offences during the 
year was 19,261, being an increase of 1,440 over the previous year. The number of cases committcd for hial exceeded that of 
the preceding year by 5, being 505 for 1879, and 510 for 1880. 

The number of persons proceeded against hy summons was 6,282. 
Of the total number of persons taken into custody, no less than 11,474 were charged either with drunkenness or being 

drunk and disorderly. 
The enOl'mou~ increase ill the number of persons arrested for drunkenncss in thc Metropolitan District during the last 

few years should, I think, occasion the deepest concern. 
It appears from thc London Metropolitan Police Report for 1879 that the total numbcr of I1rrcsts for all offences 

during the year was 81,385 ; of this numher 33,892 were charged with drunkenness 01' rlrunk and disorderly; more than seven 
times as many persons in proport.ion to population were therefore arrested ill the Sydney Police District for drunkenness than 
in the English metropolis. 

1'he average number of arrests to each constable employed for all offences was six times grcater in Sydney than in 
London. It is sufficiently apparent thCl'efore that the Sydney policc have shown no want of energy in the discharge of 
their duties. 

The difficulty experienced by the police in preserving order at the scene of fires in Sydney is greatly increased by the 
disputes and rivalries of the various Fire Companies, and the necessity for the appointment of a Superintendent of all 
the Fire Brigades is often painfully a.pparent, as much damage is frequently done to property by the reckless and excessive 
use of water as by the fire itself. It is to be regrettcd that the abundant material which exists for the formation of a 
really efficient Fire service is not better utilized by being placed by law' uncleI' competent direction and control. 

As the number of persons engaged in the pawnbrokcrs' business has greatly increased during the last few years, I 
think it very desirable, in the interest of the pcrsons who have 1'ccourse to these establishments, that the maximum rate of 
interest which may be charged for money advanced on pledges should be fixed by law. The temptation to which they are now 
subjected to purchase property which may not have heen honcstly come by instead of receiving it in, should, I think, be 
removed, by compelling them to enter in their business records all property rcceived by them whethcr purchased or in pledge. 
It would, I think, be a public benefit, by prevcnting undesirablc pcrsons going into the busincss, if a license fee of £30 per 
annum was charged. The police have lately experienced much greater difficulty in tracing certain descriptions of stolen 
property than formerly. 

Some amendments of the law relat,ing to the obstruction of the public streets and footways is much r equired. Thc 
annoyance of having the footways iu the princial streets obstructed by mere loiterers is frequently the subject of loud complaint 
by the citizens. 1'he only power the police have at present of preventing the evil is derived fro111 a very defective municipal 
by-law, undcr which they have no authority to prosecute except through the Officers of the Corporation. 

The larrikin nuisance is certainly not decreasing, and sevcrely taxes the energies of the police. It prevails to such an 
extent in some of the principal suburbs of the city l1S seriously to interfere with the comfort of lirc. I have little hop~ of 
any improvement until more effectul11 legal mcans of repression are providcd. The only offence with which they can 
ordinarily be charged is that of riotous behaviour, for which the highest penalty is a fine of forty shillings or sevcn days 
imprisonment. I havc, &c., 

GEO. REA.D, 
-_.--- Superintendent. 

The 



The Superintendent of the Southern District to rhe Inspector General of Polic 
Sir, p .,lice Department, Superintendent's Offict, Southern District, Goulburn, 17 J anuary, 1 1. 

III accordance with instructions contained in Circular No. 612, dated 26th November, 1880, oalling for l'oport 
ahowing statc of police in this district on completion of 1880, I do myself th. honor to state that, ou the 1st April, 1 62, ono 
month after the new Police Act came into force, there Were 32 police station. in the district under my charge ns nt pre8ent 
constituted, having a strength of 2 superintendp.nts, 2 inspectors, 1 sub·inspect,)l", 8 senior-sergeants, 10 sergeants, 33 senior-
oonstnbles, and 122 constables, a total of 178 of all grades. At present thele are 51 stations, with a strength of 1 super-
intondcnt, 1 inspector, 4 sub-inspectors, 5 senior-sergeants, 4 sergeants, 36 senior-tOnstabies, and 73 constables, or a total of 
124 of all ranks,_ thus showing that although there aro at present 19 police stations more than on the 1st April, 1862, there 
MO 54 men less, notwithstanding the increase of popnlation and new gold-field requirgments. 

- 2nd. During tho period from 1st April, 1862, to 31st December, 1880, sites havo been secured for, and new substantial 
barracks erected (all of stone or brick, except five of wood) at 26 stations in this district. 

3rd. I have much pleasm-e in stating that the police under my command are in a fair state of efficiency and discipline, 
though the movements consequent upon the Kelly episode interfered considm'ably wi~h t'ae discharge of their regular duties, 
involving constant changes from station to station, besides having had to send some six good mon and horses to tho Murray 
District. Their conduct has been most satisfactory, as evidenced by the good order and quiet which prevail throughout the 
district, and the fact that during the last twelve months the only police punishments found nocessary were-1 called 
upon to resign, 3 punished by fine, and 5 reprimanded. I am of opinion that the chara0,gr of the recruits, both as to 
smartness and ability, has greatly improved within the last few years. 

Wit,h a view to the gre<tter efficienoy of the Sonice, in the mounted branch specially, I w,:'1).d recommend:-
1. That the number of married men (now nearly three-fourths) be limited, as upon emer!,;encies, and when occasion 

arises for mobilizing, such as tho discovery of a new gold-field, or an outbreak of bushranging, .nan·ied men with families, 
some having large ones, for reMons which are obvious, cannot be so promptly moved as those wIt) are single, besides the 
diillculty of finding accommodation, and the exponse entailed. 

2. I would strongly urge the re-esta,blishment of the principle of long service or good condl'ct pay, as being, in my 
opinion, beyond all measures, best calculated to improve the 1<'orce, by inducing intelligent men to cCutinue in the Service, 
instead of, as is often the case, making it a convenience, and leaving when a higher rate of pay offers elsewhere; moreover, it 
would, I think, havo a tendency to secure to the department the continuance of the services of men of long standing (a 
manifest advantage to reCl'uits in assisting them to acquire a knowle<;lge of their duties), who otherwise might be disposed to -
seek their pensions. This principle, I understand, exists in most if not all the adjacent Colonies, as well as in many branches 
of the Imperial Service. 

H _ ZOUCH, 
Superintendent, Southern District. 

The Superintendent of the Northern District to The Inspector General of Police. 
Sir, Police Department, Superintendent's Office, Northern District, Armidale, 11 J anuary, 188!. 

In reply to Circular No. 612, dated 26th November, 1880, I have the honor to report that on the whole I consider 
the' state of the Police Force under my control satisfactory, many membcrs of it being most efficient, and almost all well 
conducted, whilst there have been comparatively few punishments during the year. 

At times .such as the beginning of tho year, when the collection of Electoral Rolls and Statistical Returns devolves on 
the police, and when demands are also made on them to attend races and other publio amusements, any crime of a serious 
nature occurring would be difficult to deal with, there being only men sufficient for the performance of the ordinary duties 

require~wing to dismissals, resignations, and other causes, it frequently happens that the district is below its proper strength, 
and also that there is an undesirable number of inexperienced constables. In making theso remarks, I am quite aware that 
tho vacancies arc filled up a,s soon as practicable from the dep6t. 

If I am not travelling beyond my province, I would suggest the advisability of a sufficient reserve 1<'01'( e being kept there, 
where they could receive longer training than is now possible, and from which requirements in the couHtry districts could 
bo promptly met. , 

As mounted constables in the country districts, my experience leads me to the belief that nativ!'s of the Colony or 
those who have been brought up in it from yonth and accustomed to bush life are to be preferred. 

Crime I consider on the decrease, with one exception, that of arson, and that in the ma,jority of cases I attribute to 
the owners of property themselves to secure insurances. It appears to me that fire insurances are too easily effecteel anel too 
readily paid, the Companies not generally thinking it good policy to dispnte claims, there being so much competition. 

In some portions of the district I consider intemperance on the decrease, in others on tho increase. Sub-Inspector 
Creaghe in charge of the Grafton Sub-District, in a report, dated 14th ultimo, states-H I regret being obliged to state that 
intemperance is increasing; this I considcr is owing partly to the large number of unnccessary public-houses (thirty-one in the 
town of Grafton alonc), the poisonous description of liquors sold in the great majority of them, and the unfitness of a large 
number of persons who are gronted licenses. In nearly every part of my sub-district thc licensed houses are far in excess 
of the requirements of the population." 

Larl'ikinism has not become such a nuisanoe as reported in other districts, and the law as it sf;ands is able to cope with 
it at. present, but on the whole it appears gradually increasing. 

In a general way, I may add, that the Northern Police District is prosperous and increasing in population. 
In New England tin-mining has become a settled and paying indnstry. Many Chinese are employed, chiefly working 

on tribute, and with reference to them Snb-Inspector Harrison in charge of the Inverell sub-district reports-" Temperance, 
order, and the little crime amongst the Chines-e population, who llumber about 3,000, is most notIceable." 

On the Clarence and Richmond Rivers sugar-growing is being most successfully and largely carl·ied on, and recently a 
large mill has been erected on the Tweed River with every prospect of opening up, and making of importance a l?cality hitherto 
little known. 

Two new stations have been formed during the year, one at the Railway Crossing, M'Donald River, and one at Stannifer, 
and it is proposed shortly to form another at the Tweeel River J nnction. Frequent applications are made for aclditional police 
stations, which al'e duly reported on. -

During the year 1880 there have been 9 resignations, 6 dismissals, 5 discharges. 
Thcre are 33 stt,tions in the Northern District, and the authorized strength is 72 of all ranks. 

I have, &c., 
J. W. ORRIDGE, 

Snperintendont, Northern District. 

The Inspector of the Eastern District to The Inspector General of Police. 
Sir, Police Department, Eastern District, Inspector's Office, Sydney, 7 January, 188!. 

I beg to report., in reply to cireular No. 612, dated 26th November, 1880, that the polico of thc district have during 
the last year carried out their v:1l"ious dnties promptly and efficiently, the non-comluissioneel olll.cera have especially acted with 
zeal and discretion equal to all emergencies, and all have conducted themsclves well and without complaint. I am therofOl"o 
unable to offer any suggestion for the improvement of the Force, but a slight increaso of the number will I think be necessary -
to meet growing requirements at townships and places where the population has increased, new industries opened, &e. 

As "egards crime thel'e is a slight decrease from previous year- of the most seriouB offences, in others of less serious 
nature there is a slight increase, but the police havc succeeded in tracing and ""'resting the offcndcrs in the majority of the 
gravcr cases. Many cases of horse-stealing have been reportcd, in many of which the horses have bcen found straying by the 
police or owners, and in othel's the offenders traced and arrested and horses recovered. 

In 
158-B 
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In petty larcenies, assaults, &c., the police havcl apparently spared no exertions to t race, arrest, and recover property 
stolen, in which they have been very successful. 

Drunkenness and offences leading therefroD. have increased considerably in Eame portions of the district, principally 
owing to ],u'ge addition of labourers and others beiTog attracted to public works in progress and other industries, but in places 
where there are no such attractions a considerabl, decrease has taken place. . 

I have, &0., 
JAS. RYELAND, 

------ Inspector. 

The Superintendent of the Western District to The Inspector General of Police. 
Police .Department, Superintcndent's Office, W estern District, Bathurst, 10 J anuary, 1881. 

'Sir, 
In reply to your circular, 1\·0. 612, I have the honor to make the following report :-1 have reason to be satisfied 

with the conduct of the officers and ·men generally in this District, and their efficiency in the prevention and detection of crime. 
as endorsed in my monthly l'eports, and the absence of complaints on the part of the public, as to any abuse of the powers by 
the police, or neglect in carrying ,.Jut their many and responsible duties. I have therefore no suggestions to offer with I'egard 
to the organization of the Force. . 

Crime on the whole is cer;ninly on the decrease in the Western District, especially that of cattle-stealing, but the 
system of turning sheep loose i i fenced paddocks in the squatting districts has led to the crime of sheep-stealing being more 
frequent than formerly, owin~ to the great facilities offered, the difficulty of detection, and, I must remark, the careless 
manner in which many of f ,e runs are looked after; as an instance, not many weeks ago the police found about 600 sheep 
belonging to a squatter, evi,:Cently stolen, but abandoned, probably owing to the vigilance of the police; these sheep were 
returned to the owner, wh·:had not missed them. 

In another case 1,';00 sheep were stolen, sold by offendcrs, recoverer! by the police, and they were not missecl from the 
owner's paddocks. 

Intempemnce aLo is not increasing, which I attribute in a great measure to the influence of Temperance Societies, and 
to the dcsire on the part of the Magistrates to reduce the number of public-houses in the leading towns; this has been especially 
noticeable in the city of Bathurst, where the number of licensed houses is less now than formerly, notwithstanding the 
increase of population. 

Riotous conduct by youths, so-called "larrikinism," has also in a great measure been checked, owing to the active 
measures taken by the police, backed up by the Magistmtes; I am nevertheless of opinion that some more stringent pnnishmen t 
should be introduced to punish these young lads . 

. Of course you are aware that within the bst few months three new stations, vVanaaring, Nymagee, and Timbrabungie, 
have been formed, and are now in good working order, also that it is contemplated to form stations at Tilpa on the Darling, 
and at Cudal. Of course this necessarily increases thc strength and cxpenses of the District. 

In conclusion, I think thc work of the District is going on as satisfactory as could be desired, considering the very 
largo extent of country the men have to work over. One word for the non-commissioned officers under me, who do their 
work faithfully and with a will. I have, &c., 

C. T. P. LYDIARD, 
Supt., Western District. 

The Superintendent of the N orth·eastern District to The Inspector General of Police. 
Sir, Police Department, Superintendcnt's Office, N.E. District, Maitland, 10 January, 1881. 

In accordancc with instructions conveyed in your circular of the 26th November, 1880, No. 612, I have the honor 
to report that the conduct of the police in this district has been on the whole very satisfactory, and that in my opinion they 
are efficient and zealous in the performance of their duties. 

This opinio. is founded on the confidence evinccd by the public in the police, anc1 from the fact that almost every 
reported offence hb S either been traced to the offender or the offence proyed to have had no foundation. 

I can offer no suggestion as to any improvement in the management of the Force or the increase of its efficiency, but 
I may say that I th. ok it is against its complete competency that members of it should be called upon to fill so many offices 
outside their o\m department, such as Acting Clerks of Petty Sessions, Crown Lands Bailiffs, &c., &c., because, among other 
reasons, while they have to be so employed, it is necessary that the educational standard in applicants, particularly in the 
mounted police, be so high that it is difficult to procure men possessed of sufficient education"l acquirements t.o enable them 
to satisfactorily perform such duties, and who are at the same time good horsemen and thorough bushmen, qualifications I 
consider indispensable in the mounted police. 

Crime, generally speaking, has, during the past year, diminished in this district. It is, howcver, to be feared that the 
increasing prevalence of drunkenness will lead proportionately to the extension of crime. 

I believe this increase of drunkenness in country places is attributable to ' the numberless" wine-shops" so called, but 
which are really, and almost universally, the lowest and worst of "grog-shops." I consider these establishments to be curses 
to the country, and the chief causes of the demoralization and consequent ruin of many native youths. 

I have, &c., 
E. J. MORISSET, 

Superintendent of Police. 

The Superintendent of the North-western District to The Inspector General of Police_ 
Sir, Police Department, N.W. District, Tamworth Station, 12 January, 1881. 

In obedience to the instructions contained in your circular letter of 26th November last, No. 612, I have the hono)' 
to transmit to you this report on the condition of the police under my command, and the state of crime in the North western 
District, with such other remarks as may Occur to me in regard of the administration of police affairs. 

The senior members of the Force, and especially those in charge of stations, have displayed marked efficiency in dis-
charging their duties, and many of them during the past year have received substantial recognition of valuable services, thus 
showing how much they possess the confidence of the public_ Those who are unsuitable are promptly got rid of, and many of 
the recently appointed recruits give fail' promise of becoming good policemen; and by thus retaining those only who have an 
aptitude for the work, I trust that the police in this district will continue to maintain the high standard of efficiency which I 
believe to be the characteristic of the Force generally. 

The town of Tamworth has now attained such large dimensions, extending over a mile and a half in one direction by a 
Olile in another, with a population estimated at from four to fi,e thousand, that two footmcn are required to be constantly 
on the streets, that is to say, two on duty and two as a relief. These with one foot constable to patrol the streets of GUll -
nedah arc oil that are required for foot duty irrespective of lock-ups. 

The mounted men of the distl'iet, comprising thirty-one of the number enumerated, are as a l'Ule very well horscd and 
equippcd, anc1 generally very attentive to their duties. I find it sometimes exceedingly difHcult to obtain a suitable style of 
police horsc. ~'h el'c are 110 breeders of such a class of horses in the neighbourhood, and instead of being able to get a numb r 
from one person, I have to purchase them piecemeal as opportunity occurs. I do not think, however, that those in uso will 
bear unfavourable comparison with the horses in other districts. All the principal stations are provided with ample poli('( 
paddocks, which are all at present in good order, but at the remaining stations, from the abscncc of available Crown Lnntll, 
there arc no paddocks oxcept thc small enclosures on the police reserves. I generally, however, find the neighbouring Bott I r. 
very accommodM.ing in nllowing police horses to be put in their padc10eks either gratuitously, 01' for l\ 8lDall eonsidoJ'tltion. 

With the exception of ono station just formed, there are now at every station good and commodious qUllrlcrs on 
stables, all in excellent ropnir. 

J 
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I hl\\,o in my di s~ri ct Un'ce polico gaols, two of whi~h, at Tamworth and GUllllodab, have boen for somo timo bao~ vory 
In olwonicntly crowded. I n the formcr, there have been for long periods at a timc, from twenty to tbirty confinccs di tribuLod 
In fivo cclls, and as somc of tbem are usually femaJes tbe crowding and inconveniencc are the greatcr. A now gaol has boo n 
(·omplcLod for tbe last five 01' six months, but for some reason it is not yet in use, altbough, especially during vory hot woathor, 
iL is vcry desirable for the health of the prisoners that larger accommodation should be available. At Murrurundi tbe inm.\tos 
1\1' vcry few, fcwor indccd thl1n in ordinl1ry lock-ups. 

In regard of police gaols, I find there is occasionally conflicting authority bet ween Visiting Justices and offi cors of 
I licc, from an inability to comprehend their distinctive powers. Onc may give an order in one direction, whilst the othcr, 
unaware of such an order, takes actiou in oppositiou thereto. The Visiting Justice assumes all the powers hc possesses ovcr 
,. gular gaols, and eonsiders himself under no legal obligation to consult police anthority. No serious difficulty has how-
vcr ariscn in my district, and no conflict as far as I am individua.!ly concerned, and I havc strongly counselled cordial co-

O! oration at other stations where there arc police gaols. I ]'egret that returns of criminal statistics have not yet been received 
rl'om all the stations to enable me to compare fully the state of crime in 1880 with that of former years. 'Ihis delay has, I 
understand, been occasioned by the time of the police being so much occupied with the collection of tbe electoral roll. By 
tho returns received from the principal stations, I am glad to obscrvc a large diminution of crim~ in the district during the 
past year. At 'ramworth and Gunnedah alone, wbich usually give two-thirds at least of the crime of the district, I find 
there is over 20 per cent. less than in 1879. During thc year 1880 some crimes of an aggravated character havc bcen com-
mitted and have come conspicuously before the public, such as bank robbery, cattle-stealing, and incendiarism, but as regards 
the two first, the offender~ have been arrested and convicted" and a very strong case is now pending to incriminate the 
pcrpetrator of the last offence. The diminution of crime in the district generally is the more satisfactory when it is considered 
that the railway works brought an accession to the population of 1,000 or more, and that tbe low inns and sly grog shops on 
thc line have bad the usual number of loafers ancl scoundrels hanging·on about them. As rcgards the regular navvies, their 
conduct as a whole has been most praiseworthy; in fact I do not think I have ever seen so large a number of working mcn 
congregated together as were in Tamwor th, while less crime or disorder was prevalent. Tbe works and navvies are now moving 
mpidly into the northern district. 

Juvenile offenders, and that mischievous class callcd larrikius, are, I am happy to say, fewcr in this town and district 
thlln they appear to be elsewhere, and with the exccption of a few f!1mili es where crime wonld seem to bc hereditfl,ry and 
inbred, and of those whose offences result from excessive drinking, the re.ident population generally is honest, orderly, and 
industrious. I have, &c., 

JAS. GARLAND, 
Superintcndcnt, N. -W. District. 

The Superintenclent o! Police, Deniliquln, to The Inspector General o£ Police. 
Sit, . Deniliquin, 4 J anllary, 1881. 

In reply to your circular of 26th N ovcmber, No. 612, I do myself the honor to rcport that the mcmbcrs of tllC Police 
Foroe under my chargc in the South-western District are on thc whole steady and attcntive to thcir duties, and thoroughly 
efficient. 

Crimc, including intempera,!ce, is decided1y not On the increase comidering the vast cxtcnt of the district, bounclcd by 
Victoria on the south, Queensland on the north , and South .A ustralia on tho wcst, thc total numbcr of mcn of alll'anks bcing 
only 62. This I attribute very much to the activity, zeal, and energy displayed by the members of the Force in the discharge of 
their duties. I may add that the police are grcatly aided in their duties by thc prompt and valuable assistancc by rcsidcnts 
in the district. 

To keep up the efficiency of the Force, I would respcctfully suggcst that a larger amount for the purchase of rpmounts 
be IIllowed, particularly in thinly populatecl districts; first· class horses sbould bc providcd at any cost-the pursuit and c!lpturc 
of criminals in a great measure depends upon the class of horses. 

Police protection is very much required in many placcs far in thc intcrior, and at least three now Police Stations should 
be established in this district. I have, &c., 

J. DOWLING BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

The Superiutendent of Police, Albury, to The Inspector General o£ Police. 
Eir, Albury, 3 J anuary, 1881. 

In compliance with circular No. 612, dated 26 November last, I beg to report that, having so recently taken charge 
of this, the Murray District, I am not so well preparcd to answer the different queries as I should wish, but as far as I have 
been able to j udge, I have every r eason to bc satisfied with the conduct and clnciency of the mcmbers of thc Force. Crime I 
do not consider has been on the increase, I think I lllILY safely say has decreased, and, as to thc prcvailing vice of intemperancc, 
I consider that the Township of Albury and District generally is frecr f rom it than any I have evcr scrvcd in. 

The chief difficulty that the Murray Police have to contenel with is, the spcedy apprehension of offenders , on chargcs 
of felony, misdemeanours and cven simple larceny, before they reach the border of Victoria. A recent case of assan lt and 
robbery occurre:l. here, when a man was takcn as wc tho ught by three fricndly acqnaintanccs to IVodonga Bridge, ancl there 
robbed of all his money; he fortunately marked his gold coins. One offendcr retul'l1ed and was captured with 0110 marked golel 
coin in his possession, the others (unknown) crosscd border and escaped. Probably anticipated legislation may correct this 
sad evil. I have had private interview with Mr. Superintendent Sadlier of Beechwortb, regarding horse-stealing, which I 
r egret to say appears to be carried on extcnsively by and betwecn organized gangs or parties most secretly on both sidcs of 
the Murray, chiefly I believe towards the head of the Murray, to and from Gipps Land, Tumbel'umba, and Manaro, which 
inclines me to suggest that two instead of one mounted cO!lstablc be stationed at that isolated police station Greg Greg. 

I have, &c., 
E. M. BATTYE, 

Captain and Supcrintcndcnt. 

The Inspector-in-cbarge, N amoi District, to The Inspector General o£ Police. 
Sir, Namoi District, Inspect.or's Officc, Narrabri, 10 J anuary, 1881. 

I have the honor, in obedience to instructions containcd in your circular No. 612, dated 26/11/80, to submit thc 
following report for youI' information :-

As regards the efficiency of the policc under my sllpel'vision I Can speak very favourably; muny are highly efficient, 
and aro thorough police officers in every senae of the word. Taking into consideration the numbcr of new hands I havc had in 
my district within the past eighteen months, I think the N amoi police will comparc favourably with any in the Colony, and 
I have pleasure in adding they are exceedingly sobel'. 

As regards suggestions for improvements I am at a loss to suggest any. I do not thereby infer that there may not be 
room for improvement, but what I consider woulel conduce to make the Force morc cfficient cannot possibly be carried out, viz., 
t o have senior-constables in charge of stations ; with two constables at a statioll, one being in charge, it is scarcely a guarantee 
that the duties will be properly carried out. Constables in charge of stations feel that they have not sufficient command ovcr a 
comrade of the same ran'k, and it frequently occurs t hat any dereliction of duty is allowed to pass; this gradually crceps on, 
and eventually the last thing thought of is their duty. Of course I do not 8ay this is the rule absolutely, but such does 
occur. 

The supervision in such an el:tensive di8trict as this is not, in my opinion, consistent with what it shoulcl be, which, 
under existing circumstances, cannot well be remedied. I am of opinion that an officer should be stationed at W arialda or 
Bingel'lL, the statiolls being so far apart that it is next to impossible to visit them llS frequently as they should be. During 
the past year I haye been absent from head-quarters 100 days, and t ravelled 3,200 miles, wholly on inspection duty; twice 
the number of days and double the mileage is requisitc to visit the st ations as often as they should bc. 

., . 
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I have laboured under very great disadvantage in finding suitable men to tn.ke charge of stations. Those who have 

suffioient knowledge of police duties are deficient in other respects, not being ILble to write. 
Again, this district, like oue or two others, is very trying, not only as regards climate but living. The common 

necessaries of life, except salt beef and bread, arc exceedingly scarce, and very deal'. I find in consequence many of the men, 
aftor being st,ationed a year or so at some of the far away stations, become dissatisfied, having saved a little money resign only 
to re-join, if permitted, when the money is done_ 

I am glad to add that crime has heen for some time, and is at present, on the decrease ; this may be only a temporary 
lull, as there are a large number of cattle thieves in this distriot, the principal crime being sheep, cattle, and horso stealing, 
the former beillg t he most difficult for the police to cope with, and I really do not see how this can be dealt with effectively, 
except by a different system than is at present adopt"d hy the stockowners. It is the custom to put a very large number of 
sheep (some thousands) into an enormous paddock, and I heal' of inst:lIlces where they arc not mustered from one shearing to 
another, so that 108ses by theft are not discovered for months, when the police really have n:lthing to work upon_ 

As regards intemperancc I do not think th"t vice has increased of late, which I am sorry to say is not, in my opinion, 
t hc rcsult of imp.'oved momls on the part of the people, bllt the resuit of bush work being scarce, consequently money is not 
so plentiful with the working c1asses_ The ease with which a pet'son can obtain a publican's license increases the evil; the 
inducement to drink is great, so those that are fond of it will tell you, and there is l'eally some semblance of truth in the 
statomeut th"t there is no amusement of any desc-ription, 01' place other than a public-house to resort to in most of tho petty 
towns in this district. 

III conclusion, I may be permitted to bring undN' your notice an offence which, if not increasing, is still very frequent, . 
viz., forgery, which I especiu.Jly :111ude to " by alteration." 'l'his offenee could bo made next to impossible if proper attention 
were given to drawing of the cheques. It often occurs that the space left between the word pounds and shillings is suifLcient 
to add any addition. Many persolls in the interior bank in Sydney, and do not Bee their pass-books for months or even a year, 
then they find they hove heen dehited with u·n amount which they never drew; tbe police are then set in motion, but in eon-
sequence of the length of t,ime which has elapsed since tho offence was committed it very seldom occm's that the offendnr is 
brought to justice. I ha.ve, &c., 

C. SANDERSON, 
Inspect~r-in-charge. 

[Dd.] 
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